
 
 

Plainfield Public Schools 

English Language Arts 

Curriculum Unit 

 
Grade/Course Grade Eight / English Language Arts 
Unit of Study Unit Five: Reading Literature and Informational Texts / Writing 

Narratives and Arguments 
Pacing  5 – 7 Weeks 

 

UNIT FIVE STANDARDS 

PRIORITY STANDARDS 

 
Reading Informational Text 

 
RI.8.1 Cite the textual evidence and make relevant connections that most strongly 
support an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn 

from the text. 
RI.8.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of 

specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to 
other texts. 

RI.8.5 Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a specific paragraph in a 
text, including the role of particular sentences to develop and refine a key 
concept. 

RI.8.6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how 
the author acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints. 

RI.8.8 Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, 
assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and 
sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced. 

RI.8.9 Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, 
and background knowledge) two or more texts that provide conflicting 

information on the same topic and identify where the texts disagree on matters of 
fact or interpretation. 
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Writing 
 

W.8.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant 
evidence. 

a. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from 
alternate or opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence 
logically. 

b. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using 
accurate, credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of the 

topic or text. 
c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the 
relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

d. Establish and maintain a formal/academic style, approach, and form. 
e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and 

supports the argument presented. 
W.8.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 
voice, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  

W.8.8 Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using 
search terms effectively assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and 

quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism 
and following a standard format for citation. 
W.8.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 

reflection, and research. 
W.8.9b Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate 

and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the 
reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when 
irrelevant evidence is introduced”). 

 
 

 
SUPPORTING STANDARDS 
 

Reading Literature 
 

RL.8.1 Cite the textual evidence and make relevant connections that most strongly 
support an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the 
text. 

RL.8.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the 
course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide 

an objective summary of the text.  
RL.8.3 Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel 
the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision. 

RL.8.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including figurative and connotative means; analyze the impact of specific word choices 

on meaning and tone including analogies or allusions to other texts. 
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RL.8.5 Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the 
differing structure of each text contributes to its meaning and style. 
RL.8.6 Analyze how differences in the points of view of the characters and the audience 

or reader (e.g., created through the use of dramatic irony) create such effects as 
suspense or humor.  

RL.8.7 Evaluate the choices made by the directors or actors by analyzing the extent to 
which a filmed or live production of a story or drama stays faithful to or departs from the 
text or script. 

RL.8.9 Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and 
background knowledge) how a modern work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of 

events, or character types from myths, traditional stories, or religious works such as the 
Bible, including describing how the material is rendered new. 
RL.8.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, 

dramas, and poems at grade-level text-complexity (see Appendix A) or above, 
scaffolding as needed. 

 
 
Reading Informational Text 

 
RI.8.2 Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of 

the text, including its relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective summary of 
the text.  
RI.8.3 Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between 

individuals, ideas, or events. 
RI.8.7 Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of using different mediums (e.g., 

print or digital text, video, multimedia) to present a particular topic or idea. 
RI.8.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction (see Appendix 
A) at grade level text-complexity (see Appendix A) or above, with scaffolding as needed.  

 
 

Writing 
 
W.8.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 

technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences. 
a. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of view and 

introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds 
naturally and logically. 
b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, and reflection, 

to develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 
c. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence, 

signal shifts from one time frame or setting to another, and show the relationships 
among experiences and events. 
d.  Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory 

language to capture the action and convey experiences and events. 
e.  Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated 

experiences or events. 
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W.8.5 With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen 
writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, 
focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed. (Editing for 

conventions should demonstrate command of Language standards 1-3 up to and 
including grade 8). 

W.8.6 Use technology, including the internet, to produce and publish writing and present 
the relationships between information and ideas efficiently as well as to interact and 
collaborate with others. 

W.8.7 Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self—
generated question), drawing on several sources and generating additional related, 

focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration. 
W.8.9 Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literature (e.g., Analyze how a modern work 
of fiction draws on themes, patterns of events, or character types from myths, traditional 

stories, or religious works such as the Bible, including describing how the material is 
rendered new”). 

a. Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Analyze how a modern work of 
fiction draws on themes, patterns of events, or character types from myths, traditional 
stories, or religious works such as the Bible, including describing how the material is 

rendered new”).  
W.8.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, 

metacognition/self-correction, and revision) and shorter times frames (a single sitting or 
a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
 

Speaking and Listening 
 

SL.8.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in 
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, 
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.  

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under 
study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, 

text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion.  
b. Follow rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, track progress 
toward specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed.  

c. Pose questions that connect the ideas of several speakers and respond to 
others’ questions and comments with relevant evidence, observations, and ideas. 

d. Acknowledge new information expressed by others and, when warranted, 
qualify or justify their own views in light of the evidence presented. 

SL.8.2 Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., 

visually, quantitatively, orally).  
SL.8.3 Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of 

the reasoning and relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and identifying when 
irrelevant evidence is introduced.  
SL.8.4 Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent 

manner with relevant and evaluate the motives (e.g., social, commercial, political) 
behind its presentation, evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen details; use 

appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and add interest.  
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SL.8.5 Integrate multimedia and visual displays into presentations to clarify information, 
strengthen claims and evidence, and add interest.  
SL.8.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of 

formal English when indicated or appropriate.  
 

 
Language 
L.8.1Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage 

when writing or speaking. 
a. Explain the function of verbals (gerunds, participles, infinitives) in general and 

their function in particular sentences. 
b.  Form and use verbs in the active and passive voice. 
c. Form and use verbs in the indicative, imperative, interrogative, conditional, and 

subjunctive mood.  
d. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb voice and mood. 

L.8.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

a. Use punctuation (comma, ellipsis, dash) to indicate a pause or break. 

b.  Spell correctly. 
L.8.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, 

or listening. 
a.  Use verbs in the active and passive voice and in the conditional and 
subjunctive mood to achieve particular effects (e.g., emphasizing the actor or the 

action; expressing uncertainty or describing a state contrary to fact). 
L.8.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or 

phrases based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of 
strategies. 

a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s 

position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 
b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to 

the meaning of a word (e.g. precede, recede, and secede). 
c. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both 
print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its 

precise meaning or its part of speech. 
d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., 

by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 
L.8.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and 
nuances in word meanings.  

a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., verbal irony, puns) in context.  
b. Use the relationship between particular words to better understand each of the 

words.  
c. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar 
denotations (definitions) (e.g., bullheaded, willful, firm, persistent, resolute).  

L.8.6-Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-
specific words and phrases, gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or 

phrase important to comprehension. 
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“Unwrapped” Skills 
(students need to be able to do) 

“Unwrapped” Concepts 
(students need to know) 

DOK 
Levels 

POWER STANDARD: RI.8.1 

CITE 
 

MAKE 
 
SUPPORT 

 Textual Evidence 
 

 relevant connections 
 

 analysis of what the 

text says explicitly as 
well as inferences 

drawn from the text 

 
3 

Students Know: 

 Textual evidence is a quote, paraphrase, or summary from a text that supports 
an argument or claim. 

 Relevant connections are facts, ideas, or concepts that the reader already knows 
and can use to understand new facts, ideas, and concepts. 

 Relevant connections may come from another text, the reader’s experience, or 

“UNWRAPPED” District Power Standards 

 
DISTRICT POWER STANDARDS 
 

Reading Informational Text 
 

RI.8.1 CITE the textual evidence and MAKE relevant connections that most strongly 
SUPPORT an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from 
the text. 

 
 

Writing 
 
W.8.1  WRITE arguments to SUPPORT claims with clear reasons and relevant 

evidence. 
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knowledge of the world around them. 

Students Can: 

 Draw inferences from informational texts to make and support an analysis. 
 Support conclusions with explicit and implicit textual evidence. 

 Determine the textual evidence that best supports conclusions. 
 Explain how the selected textual evidence supports conclusions. 
 Explain how background knowledge or prior experience adds to understanding of 

the text. 

 
 

POWER STANDARD: W.8.1 

WRITE 

 
SUPPORT 

 arguments 

 

 claims 

o clear reasons 
o relevant 

evidence 
 

 

 
 

3 

Students Know: 

 The speaker influences how an argument is written. 
 An argument must have a purpose for being written. 

 What tone is within an argument. 
 What occasion is (time and place in an argument). 

Students Can: 

 Determine the purpose of an argument to select the relevant evidence needed to 

support a claim. 
 Demonstrate the speaker of an argument. 

 Develop tone in an argument. 
 Demonstrate an occasion (time and place of an argument) within an argument. 
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 Unit Vocabulary Terms 

“Unwrapped” Power Standards 
Concepts 

Supporting Standards Concepts and 
Other Unit-Specific Terms  

cite 

textual evidence 

analysis 

explicit 

inferential 

argument  

claim 

relevant evidence 

alternate/opposing claim 

counterclaim 

logical reasoning 

credible sourc 

figurative 

connotative 

technical meaning 

impact 

tone 

analogy 

allusion 

refine 

key concept 

delineate 

plagiarism 

 

Essential Questions  Corresponding Big Ideas 

1. What strategies do readers use to 

understand informational text? 
 
 

 
2. How can I write an effective 

argument? 
 

1. Good readers analyze the text for  

both literal and inferential meaning 
and look for textual evidence to  
support their ideas. 

 
2. Effective arguments include stated 

claims supported by clear reasons 
and relevant evidence. 

 

 
 

 

District Assessments 
 

 
 

Unit 5 Pre-Assessment 

 

 
ELA Grade 8 Common Assessment  

 



9 
 

 

 

(See district assessment calendar) 

 
 

Essential Questions Post-Assessment 

 

 

 

 

 
Engaging Learning Scenario 

 
You are all ready for your 8th grade dance, but your school has issued a new dress code 

for the event.  Young ladies may only wear dresses with sleeves and/or straps. Some 
people at your school are very upset about this new rule while others support it.   

 
Your principal has asked eighth graders to “make a case” either for or against the new 
dress code.  You must write an argument with strong, supported claims and present it to 

your principal in order to prove that your school should, or should not, keep the strapless 
dress ban for the 8th grade dance. 
 

 
 

Performance Task Synopses 

 

Task 1:  Read and analyze two articles about the issue. 
 

Task 2: Class/group discussion 
 
Task 3:  Write an argument for or against the new dress code. 
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Performance Task # 1 
In Detail 

 
Power Standards: RI 8.1 

 

Additional Standards: RI 8.3, RI 8.6, RI.8.8 

 
Task 1 Detailed: Read and analyze two articles about the issue. 
 

Read two brief articles about an incident that occurred here in New Jersey regarding the 

“strapless dress ban”.  As you read, highlight relevant facts.  Use the facts you highlight to 

complete the attached graphic organizer.  As you complete the organizer, you should 

indicate the following: 

 What does the rule clearly state? 

 Why does the school principal feel that the rule is necessary? 

 Who supports the rule and why? 

 Who does not support the rule and why? 

 What reasons and evidence does each side give to support their claims? 

 After reading both articles and organizing the facts, evaluate the arguments and 

claims, determining if the evidence is relevant and sufficient. 
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Performance Task # 1 Scoring Guide 

 
4 

Exceeding 

3 

Proficient 

2 

Approaching 

1 

Below 

 All 
“Proficient” 
criteria plus: 

  

 Submits completed 
graphic organizer 

 Clearly identifies the rule 

 Identifies principal’s 
reasons for the rule 

 Determines who supports 
and does not support the 

rule and states why 

 Provides the reasons and 

evidence as presented in 
the article for each claim 

 Determines if evidence is 

relevant and sufficient for 
each claim 

 Meets 5 of 
the 
“Proficient” 

criteria 

 

 Meets fewer 
than _5 of the 
“Proficient” 

criteria 

 Task to be 
repeated after 
re-teaching 

 Comments: 

 

 

Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 

3= Meeting the Standards 

2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 

Interdisciplinary Connections and 
Related Power Standards 

Specific to Task #1 

21st Century Learning Skills 

Specific to Task #1 

 
 
 

 

 Check all those that apply for each task:  
 

*❑ Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 

❑ Curiosity and Imagination 

❑ Innovation and Creativity  

❑ Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

❑ Flexibility and Adaptability 

❑ Effective Oral and Written Communication 

X❑ Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 
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Performance Task # 2 

In Detail 

 
Power Standards: RI.8.1  

Additional Standards:  SL.8.1, SL.8.3, SL.8.4 

Task 2 Detailed: Class/group discussion 
 
Using your graphic organizer from task one, you will participate in a class or small group 

discussion.  To prepare, look over your organizer and articles. Write down three questions 
and three comments you have about this issue.  

 
Participation is key to success in this task.  As you compose your questions and 
comments, keep in mind the following: 

 Your comments should be thoughtful and backed up with valid reasoning and 
evidence from what you have read. 

 Your questions should be thought provoking, not just “yes” or “no” types of 
questions. 

 

 

 
Performance Task # 2 Scoring Guide 

 
4 

Exceeding 
3 

Proficient 
2 

Approaching 
1 

Below 

 All 

“Proficient” 
criteria 

plus: 

  

 Prepares three 

questions and 
three comments 

about the issue 

 Refers to facts 
and ideas from 

the articles and 
graphic organizer 

to express ideas 

 Poses questions 
that connect ideas 

 Responds to 
others’ questions 

and comments 
with relevant 

evidence, 

 Meets  4 

of the 

“Proficient

” criteria 

 Meets fewer 

than 4 of the 

“Proficient” 

criteria 

 Task to be 

repeated 

after re-

teaching 

 Comments: 
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observations, and 

ideas. 

 Uses appropriate 

eye contact, 
adequate volume, 
and clear 

pronunciation. 
 

Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 

3= Meeting the Standards 

2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 

Interdisciplinary Connections and 
Related Power Standards 

Specific to Task #2 

21st Century Learning Skills 

Specific to Task #2 

  Check all those that apply for each task:  

 

X❑ Teamwork and Collaboration 

X❑ Initiative and Leadership 

❑ Curiosity and Imagination 

❑ Innovation and Creativity  

X❑ Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

X❑ Flexibility and Adaptability 

X❑ Effective Oral and Written Communication 

X❑ Accessing and Analyzing Information 

 

Performance Task # 3 
In Detail 

Power Standards:   W 8.1 

 

Additional Standards:   W.8.5, W.8.10, L.8.1, L.8.2., L.8.3, L.8.4 
 

 
Task 3 Detailed: Write an argument for or against the new dress code. 
 

Use the writing process to compose an argumentative essay that could double as a 
speech to support your stance on the strapless dress ban.  Your essay should clearly 

state your argument - whether or not there should be a strapless dress ban at your 8 th 
grade dance.  Your essay should also meet the following requirements: 

 Introduces a claim and acknowledges opposing  claims  
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 Organizes reasons and evidence logically 

 Supports claim with relevant evidence from credible sources 

 Establishes and maintains a formal style 

 Provides a concluding section that supports the argument presented. 
 Demonstrates command of English grammar, usage, capitalization, punctuation, 

and spelling 

 
**Optional activity for task 3: Invite a guest “judge” (the principal, another teacher, the 

librarian) to come to class and allow the students to present their papers as speeches. 
The selected staff member can listen to all of the arguments and select which speaker(s) 

was (were) the most convincing.   
 

 

Performance Task # 3 Scoring Guide 

4 
 

3 2 1 
 

 All 

“Proficient” 
criteria plus: 

 Creates 
cohesion and 
clarifies 

relationships 
among claim, 

counterclaims, 
reasons and 
evidence 

 Submits evidence 

of the writing 
process (drafts, 

revision, editing, 
conferences, etc.) 

 Introduces a claim 

and acknowledges 
opposing  claims  

 Organizes reasons 

and evidence 
logically 

 Supports claim 
with relevant 
evidence from 

credible sources 

 Establishes and 

maintains a formal 
style 

 Provides a 

concluding section 
that supports the 

argument 
presented. 

 Demonstrates 

command of 
English grammar, 

usage, 
capitalization, 
punctuation, and 

spelling 

 Meets fewer 

than 5 of the 
“proficient” 

criteria 

 Meets fewer 

than 5 of the 
“Proficient” 

criteria 

 Task to be 

repeated after 
re-teaching 

 Comments: 
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Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 

3= Meeting the Standards 

2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 
 

 
Interdisciplinary Connections and 

Related Power Standards 

Specific to Task #3 

21st Century Learning Skills 

Specific to Task #3 

 

 
 

 Check all those that apply for each task:  

 

❑ Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 

❑ Curiosity and Imagination 

❑ Innovation and Creativity  

x❑ Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

❑ Flexibility and Adaptability 

X❑ Effective Oral and Written 

Communication 

x❑ Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 
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Differentiation 

Strategies 
(Additional 
Supports + 

Enrichment) 

Intervention 

Strategies 
 

Specially Designed 

Instruction for 
Special Education 

Students 

Strategies for 

English Language 
Learners 

Offer a motivational 
context to pique 

student interest or 
curiosity in the 
subject at hand. 

Differentiate 

instruction by using 
all levels of Bloom’s 
Taxonomy to ask 

questions and plan 
learning activities. 

Use multiple and 
flexible grouping 

opportunities for 
students (e.g., 
partners, 

independent, by 
interest, by learning 

style, teacher-
assigned, small group 
of 5 or less students). 

Make connections 

between formative 
assessment 
processes and 

standards to better 
understand how 

students can improve 
their learning to 
become proficient. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Go over all 
instructions in class 

and provide a written 
version--but don't 
provide overwhelming 

amounts of 
instruction.  

For large projects, 

provide step-by-step 
directions, bullet 
those directions, & 

give advanced notice 
of due dates (at least 

2 weeks).  

Work collaboratively 
on tasks with a 

student and gradually 
withdraw the support. 

Reinforce 
conceptualization of 
steps using repetition 

in a variety of 
contexts where 

memory is required 
(e.g., oral, written, act 
it out). 

Use graphic 
organizers to offer a 

visual framework for 
assimilating new 
information. 

Break a complex task 

into easier, more 
"doable" steps to 

facilitate student 
achievement. 

Pause during 
instruction to ask 

questions and check 
students’ levels of 
understanding or any 

misunderstandings of 
content. 

Relate information to 

the student's 
experiential base. 

 

Simplify the language 
of instruction, not the 

concept being taught. 
Use speech that is 
appropriate for 

students' language 
proficiency. 

Impart information 

through oral, visual, 
auditory, and 
kinesthetic learning 

modalities. 

Opportunities to 
demonstrate 

language 
comprehension 

through physical 
expression. 

Adapt content to 
ELL’s needs through 
use of graphic 

organizers, outlines, 
labeling of pictures, 

study guides, adapted 
text, and highlighted 
text. 
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Instructional Resources and Materials 

 

Physical Technology-Based 

McDougal Littell Literature – 8th grade (green) 

text 
Unit 9 – Argument and Persuasion 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Graphic Organizer for Task 1 

http://www.plainfieldnjk12.org/Departments/E
LA/Docs/Unit5/8%205%20Graphic%20Organi
zer.pdf  

 
Article – “N.J. middle school keeps strapless-

dress ban for dance” 
http://www.plainfieldnjk12.org/Departments/E
LA/Docs/Unit5/8.5%20Middle%20School%20

Strapless-Dress%20Ban.pdf  
 

Article – “NJ Parents Protest Strapless Dress 
Ban for 8th Grade Dance” 
http://www.plainfieldnjk12.org/Departments/E

LA/Docs/Unit5/8.5%20Parents%20Protest%2
0Dress%20Ban.pdf  

 
Newsela – search “pro/con” for paired articles 
on controversial issues 

https://newsela.com/?needle=pro%2Fcon 
 

Harker Heights High School After School 
Activities Dress Code 
https://www.killeenisd.org/schoolDocs/c7/doc

uments/AfterSchoolActivitiesDressCode.pdf 
 

 
 
Argumentative Writing 

 

Possible structures for argumentative essay 

http://www.lanecc.edu/sites/default/files/trio/w
riting_an_argumentative_essay.pdf  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

http://www.plainfieldnjk12.org/Departments/ELA/Docs/Unit5/8%205%20Graphic%20Organizer.pdf
http://www.plainfieldnjk12.org/Departments/ELA/Docs/Unit5/8%205%20Graphic%20Organizer.pdf
http://www.plainfieldnjk12.org/Departments/ELA/Docs/Unit5/8%205%20Graphic%20Organizer.pdf
http://www.plainfieldnjk12.org/Departments/ELA/Docs/Unit5/8.5%20Middle%20School%20Strapless-Dress%20Ban.pdf
http://www.plainfieldnjk12.org/Departments/ELA/Docs/Unit5/8.5%20Middle%20School%20Strapless-Dress%20Ban.pdf
http://www.plainfieldnjk12.org/Departments/ELA/Docs/Unit5/8.5%20Middle%20School%20Strapless-Dress%20Ban.pdf
http://www.plainfieldnjk12.org/Departments/ELA/Docs/Unit5/8.5%20Parents%20Protest%20Dress%20Ban.pdf
http://www.plainfieldnjk12.org/Departments/ELA/Docs/Unit5/8.5%20Parents%20Protest%20Dress%20Ban.pdf
http://www.plainfieldnjk12.org/Departments/ELA/Docs/Unit5/8.5%20Parents%20Protest%20Dress%20Ban.pdf
https://newsela.com/?needle=pro%2Fcon
https://www.killeenisd.org/schoolDocs/c7/documents/AfterSchoolActivitiesDressCode.pdf
https://www.killeenisd.org/schoolDocs/c7/documents/AfterSchoolActivitiesDressCode.pdf
http://www.lanecc.edu/sites/default/files/trio/writing_an_argumentative_essay.pdf
http://www.lanecc.edu/sites/default/files/trio/writing_an_argumentative_essay.pdf
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Lesson Suggestions 
 

 

 Provide students access to the text—via tablet or photocopy—so they can annotate it 

as directed. 

 Model close reading for students by thinking aloud as you go through the text with them 

or displaying your annotations on a tablet via an LCD projector; show them how to 

examine a text by scrutinizing its words, sentence structures, or any other details 

needed to understand its explicit meaning. 

 Pose questions—about words, actions, or details—that require students to look closely 

at the text for answers. 

 Offer students an example of what it means to read explicitly and support your 

inferences with evidence; then tell them what a passage explicitly says, and ask them 

to find evidence inside the text to support their statement about its meaning. 

 Give students several pieces of evidence and ask them to determine what explicit idea 

in the text the evidence supports. 

 Show students how you would choose evidence from the text to support your inference; 

discuss with them the questions you would ask to arrive at that selection. 

 Think aloud (with your guidance) about the process and how they make such 

inferences, and then have students find and use evidence to support their inferences. 

 Create with your students—through collaborative groups or class discussion—a list of 

different pieces of evidence they might cite; together, develop and apply criteria by 

which to evaluate the different pieces to identify those which would offer the strongest, 

most effective support; then ask them to apply these same criteria to new evidence 

they find themselves as they read the rest of this article or another. 

 Provide students with a range of sample arguments so they learn to distinguish 

between effective and ineffective arguments. 

 Have students read whole papers to see how writers use claims and evidence over the 

course of the whole text. 

 Keep and use both professional and student models for subsequent study of what to 

do—and what not to do. 

 Require students to label the elements of their argument (e.g., claim, evidence, 

reason), and evaluate the quality of each in light of whatever criteria are most 

appropriate on that occasion. 

 Use structured note-taking formats (e.g., columns with headers such as claim, reason, 

evidence) in the early stages to help students understand the elements and see how 
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they work together to support the argument. 

 Give students sets of claims with varying degrees of specificity and insight; ask them to 

evaluate each by some criteria or arrange them all on a continuum of quality. 

 Ask students to provide a list of possible counterclaims, alternative positions, values, or 

biases to consider when writing their claims or evaluating/responding to those of 

others. 

 Generate words that are appropriate to the tone, topic, and type of argument, as well 

as the audience, occasion, and purpose; this can be done as a class, in groups, or 

independently. 

 Invite students to use such techniques as backward outlining to assess the logic of their 

arguments within a paragraph or the whole text. 

 Have students investigate how they might use data—statistics, surveys, or other 

quantitative information—to support their claims; include in this discussion why they 

should or should not do so. 

 Show students how to gather and evaluate evidence when preparing to write (e.g., 

during the research/prewriting phase). 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Source:  Burke, Jim. The Common Core Companion: the Standards Decoded, Grades 6-8  - What They 
Say, What They Mean, How to Teach Them. Corwin, 2013. Print. 
 

 


